
The last few months of cold temperatures, snow, sleet and freezing rain 

has reminded me that we do still have a winter in Greensboro.  With it 

brings the excitement of snow days off from school, parents sledding 

with their kids and no bread or milk in the grocery store.  Now I know 

that we donôt live in the Arctic Circle, but I have begun to think a lot 

about icebergs and how they are a visual representation of Housing 

Greensboroôs mission in our community. 

 

Only 10% of an iceberg can be seen from above the water due to the 

density of pure ice versus that of sea water that freezes.  As we begin 

our 6th year of operating in the Greensboro community, we have now 

completed over 130 home repairs preserving affordable housing for 

families in need.  Our programs serve a vital need in the community 

which produces tangible results which can be seen through the before 

and after pictures of the work we do.  Our recent winter weather contin-

ues to point to this need as our applicants for repairs have increased with families living without 

heating systems or leak-proof roofs.  But, as the saying goes, this is only the ñtip of the icebergò. 

 

The other 90% of an iceberg is below the water and can go unnoticed unless you look at it from a 

different angle.  It is my privilege to hear from the growing number of individuals that volunteer or  

support our mission on how it has impacted their lives in unexpected ways.  Volunteers have 

thanked us for finding a new job, learning a new skill that they can use in their own home or just 

being in relationship with others wanting to serve.  Work Mentor and JobLink participants  have 

thanked us for believing in them and giving them an opportunity to work.  Businesses in town have 

donated building materials, supplies or even vehicles that they canôt use towards the work that we 

are called to do in the community.  And a woman that was moved by our 100th homeowner last sum-

mer, raised the funds from friends to purchase a stackable washer dryer which provided more space 

in their kitchen for her wheelchair. 

 

The first part of our mission statement states that we are about ñeliminating substandard housing 

conditions for low-income familiesò, but it is through connecting others in the community that we 

are able to accomplish so much more.  Blessings abound when we are in relationship with others and 

this is why the second part of our mission truly ñrestores hope and dignity to familiesò in all of 

Greensboro.  Thank you for your support of Housing 

Greensboro and being part of a much larger story. 

 

Gene Brown 

Executive Director 

Mission is like an Iceberg 
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Repaired 40 homes 

over the last 12 

months, and 120 

homes since 2004. 

Completed 6 Minor 

Home Repairs.  

Rehabbed our first 

Energy Star  Home.  

Certified as Lead 

Based Paint  Repair, 

Renovation and Paint  

Firm.  

Awarded Bryan   

Foundation Human 

Service Grant to 

build Volunteer & 

Family Services    

support.  
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  2009 marks a record year for Housing Greensboro completing 40 major home repairs serving low

-income families.  This goal became a reality this past fall when we made an all out blitz  to the 

finish line.  Through a combined effort lead by our construction team, we worked with our faithful 

weekday volunteer crew, who consistently give of their time, and a number of community and faith

ï based organizations to get the repairs completed.  The projects ranged from new roofs being put 

on, major bathroom and kitchen repairs to accessibility medications.  We would like to thank the 

organizations that provided volunteers and funding which supported this effort. 

Greater Greensboro Realtors AssociationðòRealtors R Rebuildingò 

Greensboro area Rotary ClubsðòProject Rebuild 2009ò 

Gospel Baptist, West Market Street United Methodist 

and First Lutheran Church 

   

  Additional funding was provided through the NCHFAôs  

Urgent Repair Program and a CBDG-R grant through the  

City of Greensboro.  We are looking forward to building 

 on this momentum in 2010. 

Fall Repair Blitz Achieves 40 In 2009! 
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Gratitude Expressed In A Poem 
 Angels Amongst Us! 
 

There are Angels amongst us, this I do know. 

They came one day and knocked at my door. 

I knew they were sent from heaven above, 

Because they came and showed so much love. 

 

I asked ñwould you like to stay for a whileò, 

They didnôt take a seat, just gave me a smile. 

They told me the reason that they were here, 

It was a need I had and I shedded a tear. 

 

They let it be known that this was for sure. 

We talked a little while and I felt so secure. 

After we talked and discussed a few things, 

I was so excited I wanted to sing! 

 

A few months passed, they came back again, 

Checked out some things and shortly begin. 

It was a Miracle right before my eyes. 

They did all the things that I could not do, 

For they had ñloveò, skill, and knowledge too! 

 

This made my Life so much better, 

I just had to write this little letter, 

To let you know, when you have burdens, trials and test, 

Donôt give up, just do your best, because God will always do the rest. 

 

Love & Prayers, 

Jean 



Minor Home Repairs Making A Difference 
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Homeowner, Mamie Faucette was one of the 

first to have her home repaired through the 

new Minor Home Repair Program.  Here are 

her thoughts on the what the service meant to 

her. 

 

 ñI wanted to let you all know that I really 

appreciate all the work done on my house 

through your special program with Housing 

Greensboro. 

 

  The workers worked non-stop repairing the 

shower, putting up bathroom safety rails, fix-

ing a vent, repairing the screen on the back 

porch, dryer etc. and even giving me lessons 

on changing the filter in the furnace.  Please 

thank them again for me. 

  Before the repairs, the shower was unusable; 

sometimes it was outright scary getting in and 

out of the tub in my condition without rails. 

  Because of the screens being repaired and the 

back screen door put in, I am able to open the 

kitchen door to get fresh air without insects com-

ing in my house.  Itôs wonderful! 

  I heard something on TV recently that my bro-

ken fire alarm with the wires hanging down was 

a code violation.  Thank you all for fixing that 

too. 

  

God Bless and Happy Holidays!ò 

Mamie  Faucette 

  

affordable housing movement in Guilford   

County and past president of the GBA.  

This award recognizes individuals,  

companies, and/or organizations for their 

efforts in strengthening affordable  

housing in Guilford County. 

 

  The Greensboro Builders Association 

represents more than 200 licensed general 

contractors and 500 associate members in 

the Greensboro and Guilford County area 

with a primary focus on the building and 

real estate industry. 

  On February 4, 2010, the 2009 

Kavanagh Cup was presented to Housing 

Greensboro for their commitment to  

provide critically needed housing repairs 

for low income homeowners in our  

community.  Since being formed in 2004, 

Housing Greensboro has repaired more 

than 120 homes and completed 7 rehabs 

for resale back to lower income families.   

 

  Since 1995, Greensboro Builders  

Association (GBA) has presented the 

Kavanagh Cup award named in honor of 

Roger Kavanagh, a pioneer in the  

Chic Chateau 
  The Chic Chateau made its mark in 

Greensboro, last September.  This designer 

showcase house was a product of SSI De-

sign Group.  In order to display the ability 

to create a beautiful home on a small 

budget, the 7 designers completely fur-

nished and accessorized the house through 

local thrift stores, consignment shops, and 

salvage yards.  All furnishings were avail-

able for sale and the proceeds were distrib-

uted among four local charities: Housing 

Greensboro, Habitat for Humanity, The 

Second Harvest Food Bank and The 

Barnabas Network.  The event raised 

$5,000 for each of the organizations.   

 

With the first year success of the event, 

The Chic Chateau is returning this Sep-

tember with the hopes to more then dou-

ble the charitable contributions.  This year 

the event will be run mainly by the chari-

ties, with the help of Smith Marketing/

Allen Tate and Clear Channel Radio 

(WMAG, WTQR) and SSI Design 

Group.  Please look for more information 

coming about this event later this year. 

Housing Greensboro Honored With Kavanagh Cup 


