
Was your mom like mine growing up é always concerned about your health?  She took us to the 

pediatrician when we were supposed to get our check-ups, told us to eat our fruits and vegetables, 

reminded us to brush our teeth, comb our hair and told us to run around outside.  Mothers teach us 

the importance of good hygiene, exercise, nutrition and preventive care.  An illness left unattended, 

not eating right or not exercising regularly can lead to a chronic or major health condition.  Good 

health allows us to live, love, work and serve others. 

 

Second to our familyôs health, what is the next most important thing?  I believe that it is our home 

that provides shelter and protection for our family, and an asset we want to protect.  If we donôt 

maintain our home, it will become expensive, unsafe and unhealthy to live in for our family.  

Through the 100 major home repairs we have now completed, our staff and volunteers have seen the 

effects of living in unhealthy homes.  Families suffer from asthma, allergies, colds and viruses from 

unsanitary living conditions not to mention the accidents waiting to happen from unsafe electrical or 

structural defects.  It is from this place of experience that the Board of Housing Greensboro adopted 

the following vision for our organization. 

 

Green boxes are current programs 

Blue boxes are future programs 
We realized that in order to achieve our mission of providing affordable housing by eliminating sub-

standard housing conditions for low-income families, our vision needed to include programs focused 

on education and prevention.  Many homeowners have never been instructed on what they should be 

doing on a regular basis to maintain their home.  Additionally, many older adults no longer have the 

physical or financial means to make minor repairs, which if not treated, develop into a major repair.  

We want to help homeowners early on when problems first appear to prevent their house from 

needing the equivalent of ñopen heart surgeryò through our major home repair program. 

 

In this newsletter we are excited to share the celebration of our 100th Major Home Repair and the 

launching of our new Minor Home Repair Program.  This is our next step in building capacity to 

serve low-income homeowners in Greensboro with solutions to preserving affordable housing.  We 

believe that these services combined with homeowner education programs will empower  

neighborhoods with sustainable improvements.  The current economy presents us with a great chal-

lenge in housing, but we are confident that with community collaboration, financial support and  

local volunteers, our mission is much more achievable when we focus on making healthy homes. 

Healthy Homes 
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Repaired 36 homes 

over the last 12 

months, and 100 

homes since 2004. 

Built 6 1/2 ramps for 

older adults in July.  

Approved member of 

NCHFA New Homes 

Loan Pool for Rehab 

Program.  

Launched Minor 

Home Repair     

Program.  

Awarded CAHEC 

grant to purchase 

energy efficiency 

assessment          

equipment.  
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     In June one of Housing Greensboroôs 

first and most inspirational homeowners 

passed away.  We first worked with Leroy 

Wright in 2004 and later completed a more 

extensive list of home repairs in 2007.  

Housing Greensboro is proud to say we 

were one of his friends.  Leroy was devoted 

to his grandchildren whom he raised in his 

home.  This year his grandson graduated 

from high school and earned a full scholar-

ship to Appalachian State while his grand-

daughter is finishing her high school degree.  

We know that he is very proud of them both 

along with their achievements.  Leroyôs courage and determination helped strengthen our own  

motivation to provide safe and healthy homes to other Greensboro families in need.  We will miss 

visiting with him, but Leroyôs spirit will continue to guide us in the repairs we work on every day. 

A Guiding Light 

M O R E  T H A N  B R I C K S õ N õ MO R T A R  

Another Satisfied Home Owner 
 Before 

After  



òRamp-A-Thonó Makes Heroes in Our Hearts  

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  3  

Catholic Heart Work Camp  and 

Housing Greensboro harnessed the 

energy of 80 youth over four days in 

late July to build 6 ½ ramps for low-

income homeowners with disabilities.  

St Paulôs hosted 270 young people 

and adult leaders for the week while 

Housing Greensboro coordinated 10 of 

the 40 work crews.  The Greensboro 

Mayorôs Committee for Persons 

with Disabilities along with other 

community groups provided supplies.  

One of the homeowners, Maggie 

Austin, was virtually home bound.  

This new ramp opened up a whole 

new world for her reconnecting her to 

the community.  When she rolled 

through the front door on her own 

power for the first time she stated 

ñThank you, Lord, Iôm free at last!ò.  
Every homeowner was equally  

appreciative and knew each youth workerôs 

name by the end of the week.  These youth 

were indeed heroes and angels in the hearts 

of the homeowners they served. 

who have lived in their house since 1966.  

Nora has worked at Cone Mills for 38 

years and has supported herself and her 

44 year old daughter who has cerebral 

palsy and is now confined to a wheel-

chair.  The work included repairing the 

roof, ceilings, kitchen and bathroom 

which included making the shower and 

sink accessible with her wheelchair.  We 

are grateful for the many volunteers who 

helped from Westover, First Lutheran 

and First Presbyterian Church along 

with the funding provided by the North 

Carolina Housing Finance Agency and 

the Community Foundation of Greater 

Greensboro.   

 This home repair will be a memorable 

one for Housing Greensboro and for Nora 

and Trish, the celebration will continue 

for years to come. 

  June is a popular month to celebrate 

lifeôs milestones of graduations and  

marriages.  On June 25th Housing Greens-

boro commemorated its own special 

milestone-- our 100th home repair.  The 

kick-off was marked with a brief program 

called ñA Celebration of Communityò 

attended by local volunteers, funders, 

City officials and community leaders.  

Words about the meaning of community 

were shared by City Council Member 

Goldie Wells, Wes Ward, Dan Curry, 

Winston McGregor and Frank Moore.              

But perhaps the most joyful celebrants 

were Nora White and her daughter Trish 

Housing Greensboro Completes 100 Home Repairs!  

Minor Home Repair Program Launched 
  How often are we reminded of the old 

adage ñA stitch in time, saves nine!ò   It is 

certainly true for home maintenance and 

repair.  Home Buyer counselors suggest 

that homeowners should save between  

1-3% of the homeôs value each year to take 

care of routine home maintenance chores.  

Repair a small leak before the water rots 

floors.  Caulk a drafty window to save on 

heating costs.  Today, many low-income 

older adults donôt know exactly what to do 

or have the financial capability to hire a 

local repair service to complete the job.  

Greensboro Housing Coalition to our  

coordinator who will assess the repair 

needs and coordinate work assignments 

with our volunteers.  Homeowners will 

make a donation towards the cost of 

materials and also participate in a short 

instructional program on home mainte-

nance focused on energy and resource 

conservation.  Housing Greensboro is 

excited to launch this new program 

which supports our mission and  

preserves affordable housing through 

preventive measures. 

The result?  Older adult individuals who 

are living in deteriorating homes that are 

unhealthy and unsafe. 

 Housing Greensboro has launched a 

new Minor Home Repair Program in 

August to address this challenge funded 

by the Cemala Foundation and a City 

of Greensboro CBDG-R Grant. Home-

owners must be over the age of 60 or 

disabled, and be below 80% of the area 

median income to be eligible.  Housing 

Greensboro will receive referrals from 

Senior Resources of Guilford and the 


